
Hyderabad, Southern India ð by Carla Bowman  

A perceptive and wise slave girl recommends the prophet 

Elisha to Naamanõs wife and eventually Naaman is healed of his 

leprosy in the Jordan River. This Bible story is replete with im-

ages of the East: kings, commanders, prophets, slavery, palaces, 

gold and chariots ~ great storytelling themes of the non-

western world. 

The story of Naaman is enacted on this stifling hot Novem-

ber night in the old Islamic Moghul city of Hyderabad in An-

dhra Pradesh. The actors and singers are Banjara gypsies. The 

story is in their mother tongue, Lamani, which has no script. 

Here on the rooftop, a slight breeze 

sweeps across the terrace. Birds of the 

tropics squeal, their sound mingling with 

the high-pitched eastern melody. Com-

posed for the story of Naaman, the song 

is sung and danced in a centuries-old 

choreography. Banjara ankle and foot 

bangles click-clack to the rhythm of bare 

feet pounding the packed dirt floor.  

Hauntingly beautiful.  

I will never 

forget this story 

performance in 

my lifetime, I 

think to my-

self.  If this 

is true for 

me, a west-

erner, how 

much more 

so for a Ban-

jara villager 

for whom 

this is the 

heart and 

soul of his culture! It is a poignant and powerful presentation 

of the Word of God that has seen amazing reception among 

the Banjara people group, not only of Andhra Pradesh but of 

Maharastra, Karnataka and other states of India.  

Once more I am amazed and blessed at the creativity of our 

partners around the globe and their effective use of the oral arts 

to communicate the Scriptures among oral cultures. 

Song of Naaman 

Banjara Gypsies and the Oral ArtsBanjara Gypsies and the Oral Arts  

Bridges I and Bridges for Women have been translated into 

Vietnamese, and the video series to teach Bridges I has been 

recorded. Two trainings have been successfully launched; the 

follow up to Bridges for Women is scheduled for Winter 2010 

and Bridges II for May 2010. We thank God for the opportu-

nity and the fact that training has been well received.  

A national leader writes: òThe learners started telling stories  

already from Genesis. At present they are in the 

stories of Jacob. Already some learners introduced 

this program to their church leaders by presenting 

stories showing the DVD video series in Viet-

namese. As a result, the church leaders received 

this method enthusiastically. In one province, the 

learners started telling the Bible stories and the 

believers and non-believers were surprised and 

interested when they heard the Bible message 

presented quite differently than before.ó 

Video Now in Vietnamese ( Qu c֝ Ng  ֻ)  

Woman at the Well 

NEWS OF STORYTELLING THE GOSPEL TO NON-LITERATE ORAL LEARNERS   A QUARTERLY COMMUNIQUE   J ANUARY  2010 

Bridges I Events  .............................................................. 182 

Bridges I Training of Trainers Events .............................. 62 

Bridges II Events ................................................................ 67 

Bridges II Training of Trainers Events ............................. 90 

Bridges III Events ............................................................... 36 

Bridges for Women Events .............................................. 62 

Grassroots Workers Trained ....................................... 5,145 

Local Trainers ................................................................ 4,610 

Master Trainers ............................................................. 2,029 

Baptisms...................................................................... 27,294 

Small Storytelling Groups Developed ....................... 3,930 

Oral Bible House Churches Planted ......................... 3,959 

11,763 Participate in SIU Training in 2009 

Bridges Training Accomplished by  
SIU Partner Agencies in 34 Languages  

101 S. La Cañada, Suite 49 -D  ǅ Green Valley, Arizona 85614 ǅ phone 520 648-6400 ǅ fax 520 625-2355 
email: siu -info@siutraining.org ǅ website: www.siutraining.org 



Teri, as lead trainer of Bridges for 
Women, how do you see your role 
going forward? 
While working with women in Tribal 
Mexico, I realized how important it was 
for them to see their incredible value as 
vital members of the Body of Christ 
even though most were non-literate. 
Our God has no favorites, nor does he 
show partiality. He delights in what the 

world considers of no value. Through the Bridges For Women 
training, I hope to empower our sisters in Christ, through their 
learning of Bible storytelling strategies, to be all God created 
them to be. It is my passion; it is my calling. 

Erik, your job description includes lead trainer of 
Bridges , facilitating the Bridges Training Network, 
and assisting Dan Vannelli with New Initiatives. 
What does this entail? 

When I contemplate both past successes and upcoming op-
portunities of Scriptures In Use, I marvel at Godõs provision 
and plan. I concur with the Apostle Paulõs words to the Corin-
thian Church: òThere is a wide-open door for a great work here, although 
many oppose meó I Corinthians 16:9.  

Scriptures In Use has produced fruit of almost unbelievable, 
exponential growth in trained grassroots evangelists and church 
planters. SIU has trained cutting edge people movement leaders 
as well, and helped them cultivate church planting movements 
with hundred-fold and thousand-fold harvests. As a lead trainer 
for SIU, Iõm excited to be a part of solidifying current ministries 
in South Asia and Africa as well as participating in New Initia-
tives in the worldõs most unreached regions.  

Pray for us as we go through newly opened doors into the 
Muslim world, North Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia, 
China and Southeast Asia. We ask God to replicate what He has 
already done through SIUõs groundbreaking, historic work, es-
pecially in the New Initiatives areas. 

SIU welcomes board members Erik and  
Teri Powell as they transition from pastoring and 

board members to full-time staff.  
Get to know them in this interview: 

What is your missions background? 
We met in our university years in a 

missions-minded church, Flagstaff Chris-
tian Fellowship, where our calling to cross
-cultural missions was affirmed. After we 
were married in 1978, the church sent us 
to an unreached tribal group, the Warihio of Northern Mexico, 
to evangelize and plant a church there. Over the next twenty five 
years we worked among various unreached Native American 
tribal peoples in Mexico in holistic and integrated ministry, but 
with the ultimate goal of church planting. In the last five years, 
in addition to pastoring and leading womenõs ministry in a local 
U.S. church, we began an outreach to unreached Muslim Tribal 
Peoples in East Africa.   

What led you to orality and SIU in particular? 
Among the unreached tribal, oral-culture groups, we quickly 

discovered that traditional literacy and written Bible evangelism 
and discipleship methods were only slightly successful. In the 
mid 1980s, as we began to experiment with audiovisual and oral 
methods, we fortuitously met Jim and Carla Bowman, founders 
of Scriptures in Use. They came alongside us in collaboration, 
developing new strategies, materials and methods that helped 
our ministry see breakthroughs among these unreached peoples.   

Two key events followed. First, the production with SIU of 
the first independent Gospel of Luke òJesus Filmó in the Tara-
humara language opened the eyes and ears of the Tarahumara to 
the Gospel in a new and powerful way. Second, the Discipleship 
through Storytelling curriculum developed by the Bowmans,   
òWalking With Christ,ó made Bible stories come alive to oral 
learners in their discipleship as new Christians. 

While still pastoring in Sonoita, Arizona, we joined the SIU 
board in April 2007, and have participated in field events. 

Erik and Teri Powell Join the Leadership Team at SIU  

Northern Peruvian Desert Good results 
from training of 2006-08. Team Expansion 
Latin America reports: Oral Bible story 
groups up 100% in last several months. In 75 
home groups, average attendance increased 
from 375 to 746. 

Lowland Peru and Brazil Ongoing training 
in Amazon with followup this March. Planned 
Bridges training for unreached jungle groups. 
Portuguese translations available, dubbing of 
videos in May. 

South Asia Since November, field partners 
are funding 25% of training with local contri-
butions, with direct grants for the balance in 
process. Good news, as SIU can concen-
trate on New Initiatives. 

Eastern Turkey in October Bridges for 

Women was launched by Caroline Martin. 
The training was well received, as even a 
pastorôs wife could not read. 

Tibet Border in November First time for 
Bridges for Women in region where almost 
100% of women are non-literate, with 18 
attending. Two intrepid women from Western 
Nepal, Kalpana and Somati, brave strikes, 
roadblocks, delayed buses and washed out 
roads to train women of Nepal. 

Far West Nepal Since Bridges method was 
applied, 15 churches are planted in one dis-
trict alone. 

Bhutan in December Training for 30 in 
Thimpu, capital city. The trainer reports: �³�,��
cannot express in words how excited the 
participants were. In a locked country like 

Bhutan, the storytelling cannot be replaced 
by any other method for proclaiming life 
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���J�R�R�G���Q�H�Z�V���´�� 

Garissa, Northeast Kenya Says Pastor 
Matolo: �³�,�W���L�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���L�Q��
the difficult Islamic zone, but stories are what 
�W�K�H�\���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R�«�W�K�L�V���L�V���*�R�G�¶�V���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���´ 

Casamance, Senegal in December  
Islands off the coast are inhabited by Diola 
(JȊla) people. When Cyriaque went back for 
Bridges 2, he heard a wonderful report: 
When Storyteller Joseph was asked to pray 
for a girl with malaria, immediately she was 
well. Later, Joseph went back to the island 
with his team. The girl saw them and ran to 
welcome them. Villagers begged them to 
visit regularly to tell Bible stories, pray and 
plant a church on their island. 


